
1. God made you a father—and He will equip you to do this job. 

The reason you’re a father in the first place is because God made you 

one. Children are a gift from the Lord (Psalm 127:3), one that He 

chooses to give to some and not to others. So, since this role is some-

thing God called you to do, He’s going to provide what you need to do 
it. 

2. You’ll never be perfect—only God is. Thankfully, you already have a 

heavenly Father who is perfect (Psalm 18:30), so you don’t need to be. 

But our perfect Father promises you can go to Him for wisdom when 

you need it. And in the times when you’re weary and overwhelmed, 

He will strengthen and sustain you to keep going. 

3. Ask God to help you understand our children’s hearts and person-

alities. Even though we know they’re not just a carbon copy of us, it’s 

easy to forget when it comes to how they respond to stress, how they 

like to communicate, how they want to be encouraged—and even in 

the best ways to discipline, guide, and correct. If we always do those 

things the way our brains and personality best understand them, it 

can lead to exasperation in this child who’s wired very differently from 

us. 

4. In the comparison game, there’s never a winner. When we play the 

comparison game, it’s easy to feel as if we’re the only family who ex-

periences struggles and who doesn’t “measure up.” But that game is 

one that never has a winner. 

Instead of comparing, we need to “run with endurance the race that 

lies before us, keeping our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of 

our faith” (Heb. 12:1–2). 

5. Your life is just as powerful as your words—sometimes even more 

so. Sometimes they listen; sometimes your words fall on deaf ears. 

And while you should keep trying to pass along what you’ve learned, 

don’t be discouraged if they don’t always take those lessons to heart. 

Later in life, they might not remember everything you said, but they 

will remember the time you just listened. When you laughed with 

them. How you loved them, how you loved God. They’ll remember how 

you lived (1 John 3:18). 
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Proverbs 4:11-12 KJV 

I have taught thee in the way of 

wisdom; I have led thee in right 

paths. When thou goest, thy 

steps shall not be straitened; 

And when thou runnest, thou 

shalt not stumble. 
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Pastor’s Pen 

After Father’s Day has been celebrated and the hype has faded, 

the responsibility of being a dad is still a 24/7 calling.  God calls 

fathers to be the spiritual leader in their home, to provide for and 

protect their families and to instill in their children a love for God 

and His Word.  Here are 5 tips that may help each of you along the 

way. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20127%3A3&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2018%3A30&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb%2012:1%E2%80%932&version=CSB&src=tools
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%203%3A18&version=CSB


Layliana Bridges completed 10th grade at Sparkman 

High with a 4.0 GPA. She was inducted into the National 

Beta Club and National Honor Society. Layliana also par-

ticipated in the drama department's 

spring musical, and placed at the 

City and State level Trumbauer 

Theater competition for her Cos-

tume Design Project. She also com-

pleted her modeling and acting 

classes with Barbizon Agency. She 

was an active Girl Scout and com-

pleted several service hours 

at entities such as Downtown Res-

cue Mission Women's area, Rose of 

Sharon and more. Layliana, you are an excellent student 

and you know how to incorporate fun with your studies. 

Congratulations on a successful school year. Your hard 

Je’Mya Brown participated in Commencement Exer-

cises on May 1, 2026, from the University of Alabama at 

Birmingham. She graduated Magna Cum Laude with a 

Bachelor of Science in Nursing. This forward thinking 

young lady has already landed a nursing position.  She 

will begin her nursing career in the Cardiac Intensive 

Care Unit at UAB Hospital. Je’Mya has 

plotted her course and is passionate 

about helping others to the best of her 

ability. She plans to pursue her Master 

of Science in Nursing in the Fall of 

2027 to become a Family Nurse Practi-

tioner. Wow! You are a leader and an 

inspiration to students everywhere.  It 

is the prayer of your family and church 

family that God will continue to guide 

you in everything you do. 

MaKaias Carr, we are so proud of you for successfully 

completing your sophomore year at Hazel Green High 

School! Your hard work in Honors and 

Core classes, along with your dedica-

tion to the Hazel Green Trojans Foot-

ball Team as an Outside/Middle Line-

backer and Track & Field in Shot Put, 

has been amazing to watch. You have 

shown determination, discipline, and 

perseverance both in the classroom 

and in athletics. Keep striving for 

greatness, and never stop believing in 

yourself. We love you and can’t wait to 

see all that you accomplish during your junior year! Con-

gratulations, MaKaias! Keep making us proud!                        

Mom, Dad, and Family  

Morgan Carr,  we are so proud of you for 

successfully completing 5th grade with A’s 

and B’s! Your hard work, 

dedication, and positive atti-

tude have helped you 

achieve so much this year.   

From being selected for the 

GEMS (Girls Engaged in 

Math and Science) Program 

to competing with your All-

star Cheer team at ACE 

Cheer Company, you have 

continued to shine both in 

and out of the classroom. We are also excited 

to see you begin your journey as a middle 

schooler at Meridianville Middle School and 

continue pursuing your cheer dreams with 

the Meridianville Rec Competition Team, 12U 

Nationals Team, and Gameday Competition 

Team. Keep believing in yourself and reaching 

for the stars. We love you and are so proud of 

the amazing young lady you are becoming!  

Congratulations, Morgan! Middle school, here 

you come! Love, Mom, Dad, and Family 

Tristyn Ervin participated in Commence-

ment Exercises from Bob Jones High School 

on May 18, 2026. She returned to basket-

ball this season injury-free and played in 

the State Champion-

ship Game. The Lady 

Patriots finished runner

-up. She received the 

Toughness Award for 

her resilience and de-

termination to return to 

the court.  

Tristyn will be attend-

ing Jacksonville State 

University in the fall, majoring in Sociology. 

Being an excellent and dedicated student, 

she received an  Academic  Merit Scholar-

ship from Jacksonville State. She was also 

awarded the RD3 Legacy Scholarship & the 

Joe L. Fletcher, Sr. Scholarship. She has 

proven that being an all around student is 

possible when one’s priorities are in the 

right place.  Congratulations Tristyn from 

your family and friends.   

 Students Soar 



 Lorenzo Thomas France II participated in Com-

mencement Exercises from Tennessee State University 

in May. He graduated Magna Cum 

Laude with a Bachelor of Science 

degree in Communications.  Lorenzo 

has a love and an ear for music, and 

while in college, he was a member of 

the TSU Aristocrats of Bands where 

he served as Section Leader for 2 

years. He was also a member of the 

Kappa Kappa Psi Band Fraternity.  

He is an active member of the Kappa 

Alpha Psi Fraternity.  Lorenzo will 

reside in Nashville where he is cur-

rently employed with Greenway Kia. Wow Lorenzo! Your 

attention to your education and your intentionality on 

succeeding shows in everything you do.  Continue to 

keep God first and there is nothing you can’t do.   

Gabriel Garner has been promoted to the 5th grade at 

Columbia Elementary.  He completed 

the year on the A/B honor roll.  Gabri-

el participated with the school’s Ar-

chery Team being one of four 

4th graders to make the team along 

with 15 fifth graders.  His team com-

peted for the state championship 

where Gabriel initially started as an 

alternate and was pulled up to com-

pete in the state competition.  He also 

participated with the Under the Lights Youth Flag Foot-

ball, and his team won the championship with the spon-

sors’ naming him MVP of the tournament.  That same 

week his 4th grade team competed in flag football compe-

tition and his team won the championship.  Gabriel will 

be competing in tackle football this fall. Congratulations 

 

Wynter Fuller is done with 1st grade.  She “showed 

her stuff”, as she finished the year on the A/B Honor 

Roll.  She received the Ready Math Achievement 

Award, Class Reading Achievement 

Award and a Certificate of Comple-

tion of 1st Grade.   

Wynter is also becoming a little 

athlete.  She completed her first 

season of volleyball this spring at 

the Sparkman Athletic Association.  

Wynter is looking forward to being 

a 2nd grader in the fall. Congratu-

lations to an awesome little lady.  

Keep up the good work. Your family is so proud of 

you. 

La’Niya Horton participated in Commencement 

Exercises on May 15, 2026 from Faith Covenant 

Academy @ 7:00 p.m. at the Von Braun Center. 

She was cheered on by her family and friends as 

she proudly accepted her diploma.  La’Niya un-

derstands the importance 

of setting goals, following 

dreams and doing what is 

necessary to move forward.  

She is already enrolled in 

and taking summer classes 

at Drake State Community 

and Technical College in 

the Nursing  Program.  Her 

desire is to become a Nurse 

Practitioner.  Kudos to you 

young lady.  You are a 

trailblazer, and the health world will be fortunate 

to have you as a part of it.  May God bless you 

and your desire to help others. 

Kohen Humphrey successfully graduated  

Kindergarten from Atwater Bay Elementary 

School in Orlando, Florida, and will be  a  1st 

grader this fall. Throughout the school year, 

he demonstrated outstanding academic 

achievement and character, earning Student 

of the Month (November), Lexia Superstar, 

and Honor Roll honors. 

Outside the class-

room, Kohen excelled 

in athletics. He 

played Pitcher and 

1st Base for Winter 

Garden Little League 

and helped lead his 

team during an excit-

ing semifinal run. He 

also had a successful 

flag football season 

with BNA Sports, 

helping lead his team to a second-place finish 

in the Championship Game. 

We are so proud of Kohen and all he has ac-

complished this year. His hard work, positive 

attitude, and determination have helped him 

succeed both in the classroom and in sports. 

We can’t wait to watch him continue to grow 

and shine in 1st Grade. Look out world, here 

he comes! 



Krimsyn “Bella” Humphrey has been promoted to 4th Grade at Atwater Bay Elementary School in Or-

lando, Florida. She earned numerous school honors, including  Student of the Month (April), Honor Roll, 

and the School Counselor Top Character Award. 

Bella continued her success as a competitive cheerleader, serving as a Flyer for Top Gun 

Cheer in Orlando. Her team achieved an incredible season, earning first place in every 

competition while hitting zero deductions throughout the year. 

On the softball field, Bella played 1st Base, Pitcher, and 3rd Base for West Orange Girls 

Club and was selected for both the All-Star Team and the Xtreme Lady Hawks Travel 

Team. Her versatility, leadership, and strong defensive play helped lead her team to 

a runner-up finish in the Florida Babe Ruth District Tournament. At the plate, Bella had 

a phenomenal season, blasting 9 home runs, making her one of the top power hitters on 

the field. 

Bella’s commitment, determination, and passion for both cheer and softball continue to make her a stand-

out athlete and teammate, and we are incredibly proud of all she has accomplished this year. Congratula-

tions Bella! 

 

Kylen Humphrey has been promoted to 

7th Grade at Water Springs Middle School in 

Orlando, Florida. His dedication to academics 

and leadership earned him Student of the 

Month (March), A Honor Roll, and an impres-

sive 4.0 GPA. He was also inducted into the 

National Honor Society and elected by his 

peers to serve as the 6th Grade Student Gov-

ernment Association Representative. 

Beyond academics, Kylen continues to excel 

in competitive swimming. As a USA Swim-

ming athlete with the Windermere Lakers Sil-

ver Medalist Club at 

Windermere Prepara-

tory School, he has 

earned recognition as 

a USA Swimming 

qualifier, demonstrat-

ing tremendous dedi-

cation, discipline, and 

athletic excellence. 

Kylen also excelled in 

music as a member of the Water Springs 

Middle School Band, landing1st Chair Tuba, 

a testament to his determination and musical 

talent 

His family is incredibly proud of Kylen’s com-

mitment to academics, leadership, and swim-

ming. His hard work and dedication continue 

to pay off, and we look forward to watching 

him achieve even more in the future. Kylen 

will be an 7th grader in the fall.  Yeah Kylen! 

Kinsley Ora Langford participated in a Bridge Cere-

mony from Kindergarten to 1st 

grade on Thursday, May 14th from 

the Academy for Academics and 

Arts (AAA). This amazing little one 

completed the school year with all 

A’s.  In addition to being an amaz-

ing student, she found time to 

dabble in athletics.  She play t-ball 

for the Meridianville Eagles.  This 

summer, she is enjoying the Ala-

bama A&M University Summer 

Camp.  Kinsley is looking forward 

to hitting 1st grade with a bang.  Good job Kinsley. You 

are off to a brilliant start and your family is so proud 

of you. 

Lance McClendon completed his junior year at Lee 

High School. Lance was 1 of 27 chosen as a Beau, 

and participated in the 2025 Beautillion Season. He is 

a great student and an athlete.  

Lance enjoyed track and field 

for the 2nd year. He also  con-

tinued with his love for football 

playing with the Lee High Gen-

erals Football Team. Lance now 

has his focus on becoming a 

senior in the fall and walking 

the graduation stage with his 

class of 2027 while continuing 

with football and track and 

field. Great job Lance. Stay focused and keep doing 

what you are doing.   



Chaylen Parker has had an exceptional academic jour-

ney, and on graduation day, all of her hard work was 

beautifully rewarded. She proudly graduated from Hazel 

Green High School, but her accomplishments extend far 

beyond high school. Over the past 

year, while dual enrolled at Drake 

State Community & Technical College, 

she has been diligently completing the 

majority of her nursing prerequisites 

all while excelling academically. 

Her dedication and leadership also led 

to her being selected as a Drake State 

Ambassador, an honor that awarded 

her a full tuition scholarship. Earlier 

this year, she was also blessed to re-

ceive the Delta Sigma Theta Scholar-

ship in support of her continued edu-

cation at Drake State. 

Chaylen aspires to become a NICU Nurse while also pur-

suing her passion as a Personal Trainer, a beautiful re-

flection of her heart for helping others thrive. 

Chaylen, your family is incredibly proud of your hard 

work, dedication, grace, and kindness. Watching you 

achieve milestone after milestone has been such a joy. We 

know that God will continue to order your steps, open 

doors, and bless your path abundantly. The future is so 

bright, and this is only the beginning. 

 

Melody Rice is going to “real school.” She 

participated in graduation exercises on May 

29, 2026 from Union Chapel M.B. Church 

Child Development 

Center. She enjoys 

a challenge espe-

cially when she 

wants things her 

way.  She received 

the “Most Insistent 

Award” in her class.  

Melody will be in 

Pre-school in the 

fall at Hazel Green 

Elementary School. 

Good job Melody on 

a successful school 

year. Your family is proud of all you’ve 

learned.     

 

Harmony Joy Osborne finished her 4th grade school 

year with all As and Bs. During the 

school year, Harmony put in the effort 

to make the necessary improvements in 

the area of math. She is going to spend 

the summer maximizing on the momen-

tum from the school year so that she 

can both stay on course in other sub-

jects and keep moving forward in 

math. We love you and we're proud of 

your improvements. Keep up the good 

work. Congratulations from your family 

and church family. 

Zyanna Reese Cruised  through 7th grade at 

Meridianville Middle School. She worked hard 

and understands the im-

portance of doing her best.  

She is a great student, and 

her favorite subject is Sci-

ence.  Her interest is 

peeked when she is in-

volved in scientific problem 

solving or new phenome-

na.  She is also interested 

in sports, and plans to 

play Flag Football in the 

fall.  Go girl power!  Like 

most young people, she is 

a social media enthusiast.  

Zyanna will be an 8th grader in the fall at Me-

ridianville Middle School.  Congratulations on 

experiencing a great school year.  Your family 

and church family love and support you. 

Skylar Simone McDonald completed her junior year at Lee High School with ease. Skylar received sev-

eral  awards during the Junior Awards Ceremony  on Thursday, May 14th at Lee High 

School. She earned her spot on the Varsity Cheerleader Team for school term 2026-2027. 

She will be attending Cheerleading Camp at the University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa  

June 15-18, 2026.  Being the brilliant student that she is, she was accepted into the Dual 

Enrollment Program for Medical Assistant for 2026/27.  She was recognized on Sunday, 

May 17th by Southern State's Gym Academy for competing at Level 9 throughout the 

State of Alabama competitions. Skylar will be a senior in the fall at Lee High School, and 

she is looking forward to what the year holds for her.  Keep God first and continue looking 

forward to the best things in life.  



Taylynn Stewart is off to a new beginning, 

She completed 8th grade as a stellar student at 

the Academy for Science and Foreign Language 

(ASFL).  This amazing young lady will under-

take high school in the 

fall.  She will be a fresh-

man at Lee High School.  

She is looking forward to 

this next phase of her ed-

ucat ion. Great job 

Taylynn.  Continue your 

educational journey with 

the same vigor and deter-

mination that you always exhibit.  Your family 

and church family support you and are proud 

of your accomplishments. 

 

Cameron “Cami” Thompson proudly completed 

the 6th grade and earned a place on the A/B Honor 

Roll. In addition, she actively participated in Indian 

Education,  a program that fosters cultural aware-

ness, academic support, and personal growth.  

This year was also filled with 

incredible accomplishments in 

dance. She received the Star 

Student Award and was hon-

ored with a Certificate of 

Achievement for demonstrating 

outstanding teamwork, self-

discipline, perseverance, and 

commitment during the 2025–

2026 dance season. At her 

dance recital, she lit up the 

stage with breathtaking performances in ballet, jazz, 

contemporary, and tap. Watching her growth and 

dedication throughout the year has been such a joy 

and blessing. 

We are beyond proud of all she has accomplished 

and the amazing young lady she is becoming. As she 

continues her journey, we are excited to see her keep 

shining, reaching new goals, and walking confidently 

into the beautiful plans God has prepared for her 

future. 

 
Caleb Thompson started the 2025-2026 as a 6th 

grader at Riverton Intermediate School. During the 

year he was a participant in Indian 

Education and on the ‘A/B’ Honor 

Roll. While focusing on his school 

work as a top priority, Caleb played 

football with the Buckhorn Youth 

Athletic Association (BYAA). Caleb 

capped off his youth football jour-

ney with a championship win in 

2025; winning (3) Championships 

across 4 years. Caleb finished his youth football 

playing days compiling just over 2900 all-purpose 

yards and 36 total touchdowns as a running back 

and wide receiver across his years of play.                          

Caleb’s love for basketball propelled him to play this 

Winter with the BYAA 6th grade travel team as well.  

This Spring, Caleb competed with the North Ala-

bama Under the Lights 7 v 7 Flag, Triumph Titans 

Flag, and i9 Flag Football Leagues.                            

He will be a 7th grader at Buckhorn Middle School 

in the fall of 2026. Daddy, Mommy and Paityn are 

so proud of his accomplishments and look forward 

to seeing how God will continue to use him. 

Kennedi Sparks has officially and successfully 

completed the first grade at 

Lynn Fanning Elementary, and 

what a phenomenal year it has 

been! Her hard work and dedi-

cation truly paid off, earning 

her a well-deserved spot on the 

A/B Honor Roll, with math be-

ing her absolute favorite sub-

ject. 

With the school year behind 

her, Kennedi is ready to dive 

into an exciting summer break! She can't wait to 

learn some new skills in tumbling and cheer. 

Mom and Dad are incredibly proud of everything 

you’ve accomplished this year, Kennedi, and we 

love you so much!  

Xavier Rucker has faced challenges this year with 

the death of his dad, Minister Remarcus Collins, 

however, he successfully completed his freshman 

year at the University of Ala-

bama in Huntsville.  With 

God’s help, he maintained a 

B average! He is majoring in 

Computer Science with a 

concentration in Cyber Se-

curity.  Xavier thanks his 

family, church family and 

friends for encouraging him 

consistently.  Hold to God 

and He will continue to hold 

to you.  Psalm 150:6 “Let every thing that hath 

breath praise the LORD. Praise ye the LORD.”  You 

are destined for great things. Stay strong, and keep 

the faith. 



 

 

Kylie Thompson sailed through 3rd grade this year. 

She finished the school year on the 

A/B Honor Roll at Monrovia Elemen-

tary School. She is an avid dancer 

and is a member of Heidi Knight 

Dance School where she will show-

case her talent in a recital in June. 

She  earned her place on the Travel-

ing Competition Team and that is an 

honor and a statement of her abili-

ties. Kylie will be a 4th grader in the 

fall at Monrovia Elementary School.  

Good job! Stay the course and do 

your very best.  

Paityn Thompson lovingly called PJ, started 

the 2025-2026 school year as a 3rd grader at 

Mt. Carmel Elementary School.  During the 

year, she was a participant in Indian Educa-

tion, on the ‘A/B’ Honor Roll and became a Mt. 

Carmel Super Reader by achieving more than 

100 AR points in reading.  PJ is also an active 

Girl Scout and participat-

ed in several community 

service projects and sold 

hundreds of Girl Scout 

Cookies to help support 

the activities of her troop. 

In the Fall 2025, Paityn 

ventured out to play 10u 

Volleyball with the Lake-

wood Wildcats, coached by 

our own, Shonda Green, 

and did well. Paityn is also an excellent artist 

and had one of her drawings featured in Pano-

ply 2026. This Spring, Paityn played Coach 

Pitch softball with the Huntsville American 

League and was nominated for ‘Rookie of the 

Year’, and almost made the All-Star Team, re-

ceiving accolades from her coach and other 

team coaches. Paityn will be a 4th Grader at 

Riverton Intermediate School in the Fall 2026. 

Daddy, Mommy and Caleb are so proud of her 

accomplishments and wish her all of God’s 

blessings for her future. 

Kristen Thompson is done with 6th grade.  Not only 

did she excel academically, but as an athlete and a 

musician.  She was in Beginner 

Band and was privileged to partic-

ipate in three concerts.  Each 

presentation was attended by sev-

eral of her immediate family as 

well as friends. Her skills landed 

her The Gandhi Award and Excep-

tional Player Band Award. She 

was nominated for the Eagle 

Award.  She qualified for the 7th Grade Symphonic 

Band.  

Kristen is also dedicated to Mixed Martial Arts and 

has earned her red belt (including 2nd and 3rd black 

stripes).  She ended the year on the A/B Honor Roll 

and will be a 7th grader in the fall at Meridianville Mid-

dle School.  Way to go Kristen! 

Micah Levi Thompson is moving on up. 

He successfully completed the 3rd grade at 

Lynn Fanning Elemen-

tary School.  He has 

joined the RCE Skills 

Academy where he is 

receiving basketball 

training. Look our NBA. 

Levi is an artist at 

heart. He loves to draw 

and is very good at it.  

He is done with ele-

mentary school and 

will transition to Moores Mill Intermediate 

School in the fall as a 4th grader.  Keep up 

the good work Levi. Your family is behind 

your every endeavor.  

Kailey Thompson has high school down to a science 

now since she has finished her fresh-

man year.  This active young lady was 

a Hazel Green High School Basketball 

Cheerleader where she helped foster a 

sense of school spirit.  She was a mem-

ber of HOSA (Health Occupation Stu-

dents of America). She wasn’t just a 

member, she qualified for the HOSA 

State Competition.  Kailey was a mem-

ber of the Diamond Dolls, and Student 

Counsel where she had the position of Freshman Treas-

urer.  Kailey will be a sophomore in the fall at Hazel 

Green High School.  Congratulations on a job well done. 

You are headed for greatness. 



Davia RaJean Young is a very smart, ambi-

tious, and dedicated young lady. After complet-

ing her academic journey 

at University of North 

Alabama in the summer 

of 2020, Davia Young 

continued her pursuit of 

excellence by earning a 

Master of Science in Ki-

nesiology from Alabama 

Agricultural and Me-

chanical University in the fall of 2022. With a 

strong passion for health, movement, and ser-

vice to others, she will begin the Doctor of Phys-

ical Therapy program at South College in Nash-

ville in June 2026. Davia is grateful for God’s 

guidance throughout her educational journey 

and looks forward to using her knowledge and 

compassion to positively impact the lives of oth-

ers through the field of physical therapy. 

Davia’s prayers are to not only earn her licen-

sure to practice in the field of physical therapy 

but to be one of the best in the field to help oth-

ers in ways beyond practice. Way to go Davia. 

Continue to keep God first! 

 

 

The church’s annual mothers day program was held on the second Sunday in May at 9:00 a.m. The guest speak-

er was Minister Denise Grant from Grace and Truth World Outreach in Harvest, Alabama. The message was tak-

en from 1Samuel 1:20-26. The topic was “A Praying Mother’s Power-Prayers that Propel You to Promise.” She lift-

ed up that delay is not denial. His time is not ours, so we have to learn to wait on the 

Lord and be of good courage. God is not moved by our tears or temper tantrums.  It 

takes prayer and correct posture of the heart to move God.  Sometimes we want to be 

God junior, but we need to step back and let God handle things. Golden nuggets 

were: Pray your children through many situations.  We have to come real to the Lord.  

He can’t bless who we pretend to be. Pour from a heart of pain. Be honest with God 

because He knows where and who you are. Be persistent. Don’t pray and give up af-

ter day 2.  Pray even when you’re misunderstood. A promise made-a promise kept.  

God does not give you what you want but what you need. Provision – we must trust 

God’s timing.  When you worship in the right way, you’re causing the enemy to be 

confused.  

The worship included presentations to mothers and grandmothers who have made a lasting impression on others 

in their family and the community. Following service, brunch was provided in the fellowship hall.  The area was 

beautifully decorated in red and white.  The meal was amazing and it gave time for the mothers and those who 

stand in the gap for mothers, time to mingle and spend time with each other.   

The Mother’s Day Committee thanks everyone who participated on the program and played any part in the day.  

Sister Pruitt sends special thanks to those who cooked, served and helped clean up for the brunch.  Congratula-

tions to the committee on a job well done. Never stop praying and planning God’s program. 

Riley Thompson recently celebrated her 10th birth-

day and is excited to begin 5th grade in the upcoming 

school year. Throughout the entire school year, she 

maintained Honor Roll status and was recognized for 

her outstanding growth in i-Ready 

assessments. She also actively par-

ticipated in the Indian Education 

Program, continuing to learn, grow, 

and stay connected to her culture 

and community. One of her most 

special accomplishments was re-

ceiving the “Kind Hearted” award — 

a reflection of the love, compassion, 

and kindness she shows to others 

every day.  

In addition to her academic achievements, she deliv-

ered superb performances in ballet, jazz, tap, and con-

temporary during her 5th dance recital. She also re-

ceived a certificate of recognition in dance for her con-

stant effort, remarkable growth, and unwavering per-

severance throughout the 2025–2026 dance year. 

May God continue to guide your steps, bless your jour-

ney, and allow your light to shine for all to see. 

 

Mother’s Day Celebration 

Students Soar-Continued 



Birthdays are another blessing from 

God.  You are encouraged to spend 

it with someone you love.    

Jennifer Collins 1st                                     

Kenneth Graham 1st                                

Kailey Thompson 1st                                                                                                                                                    

Joyce Pickett 2nd                                       

Lillie Townsend 2nd                                                         

Thelma Rogers 3rd                                                                                             

Mandrell Graham 5th                                                                       

Taylor Townsend 6th                                        

Lundan Townsend 7th                                                                                  

Layliana Bridges 9th                                     

Paityn Thompson 10th                                                                                                                              

Jason Rogers 11th                                                              

Yolanda Toney 13th                                                                             

Timothy Byers, Sr. 17th                                                                          

Algernon Hampton 17th                                            

Cedric Bridges 20th                                             

Tonita Garner 21st                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Eddie Jean Hampton 23rd                                

Dr. Perry Clark 27th                                                                        

Ashlee Collier 28th                                              

Deacon Richard Payne 29th                         

Diane Thompson 30th 

An anniversary represents another year of 

love and togetherness for a couple. Happy   

anniversary to each of you celebrating this 

month.   

Kenneth & Gwen Graham 2nd                         

Carl & Janice Jackson 11th                                 

Jerome & Belinda Garner 11th                          

Willie & Tiffany Ervin 16th                                

Jonathan & Janice Garner 18th                                                           

Cedric & Crystal Bridges 21st                              

Brett & Yutta Tibbs 21st                           

Timothy & Emma Byers 27th                       

Dea. Richard & Mo. Sherry Thompson 28th            

Mark & Carol Garner 29th 

Happy Anniversary 

Happy Birthday 

Any birthday is special, however, when you share it with the love 

of your life, it becomes even more so.  Such is the case with Dea-

con B.J and Mother Dorothy Latham.  

This couple is blessed to celebrate their 

birthday on the same day – May 6th. On 

May 2, 2026, this power couple enjoyed a 

birthday party at the House of Alpha. They 

were surrounded by their family, church 

family and friends.  

The event included a smorgasbord of deli-

cious food provided and served by  mem-

bers of the family. The ambience was so 

relaxing and welcoming, and all of the guests had a great time. 

B.J and Dorothy thank everyone who helped to  make their cele-

bration possible.  They are grateful for the outpouring of love, 

through words, gifts and your presence.  They especially thank 

their children for all they did to help make the day special.   

Happy birthday and may each of you have many more together.  

It’s Their Birthday 
 

 

Sister Courtney G. Thompson celebrated a birthday 

milestone with a party arranged by her husband, Deacon B. J. 

Thompson. The event was held on Sunday, May 31, 2026, at 

the Back Forty Restaurant at 1:30 p.m. 

Courtney was surprised as she thought 

they were taking their daughter out for an 

early birthday.   

 

Upon entry, she was greeted by more 

than 30 guests consisting of family and 

friends.  Family included her brother who 

traveled from out of town to be with her.  

Her guests were provided with a great 

meal inclusive of a delicious birthday 

cake.  Considering that this is birthday 50, B.J. presented her 

with an awesome birthday gift.  He turned on the monitor in the 

facility and presented a QR Code that Courtney had to scan. 

Then he asked everyone else to scan.  It re-

vealed a Disney Cruise for them later in the 

year.   

   

Her actual birthday is May 28th.  She thanks 

God for allowing her to enjoy another birth-

day.  She is grateful to everyone who attend-

ed her celebration.  Courtney is most grate-

ful to her rock, B.J., who orchestrated the 

event, and made sure she knows just how 

special she is to him and their girls. Way to 

go B.J. Courtney, may you have at least 50 more birthdays. 

 

A Milestone Day 



On the third Sunday in May, the church 

worshiped with A’s Chapel on the anniver-

sary of Pastor Bobby Battle.  Dr. Clark 

brought the message and the Unity Choir 

provided the song service.  

The message was taken 

from 1 Peter 5:1-4 with a 

topic of “Lead and Feed the 

Flock of God”. He stated 

that we should always 

want to be in a place 

where God has appointed the shepherd; a 

place where the pastor is operating in his 

place of assignment. The shepherd is a spir-

itual CIA Agent… character, integrity and 

accountability, all operating in the things of 

the Spirit. 

In today’s scripture, Peter first said, let me 

first talk to shepherd before doing anything.  

The shepherd must be called by God in order 

to feed the sheep. 

 

In order to be a good shepherd:  
Remember your assignment… you are as-

signed to specific places and needs.  A 

shepherd can’t lead if he don’t walk in 

the sheep’s steps.  A true shepherd lives 

and walks with the sheep.  We can only 

lead when God calls us and commissions 

us to His service. 

Remember your place… no dominating lead-

er, leader must lead with love.  Don’t be a 

tyrant but a testimony and be an exam-

ple for the flock.  We must live what we 

teach.  Our walk is louder than our 

words and character is your greatest ser-

mon. 

Remember your reward… a crown that 

doesn’t fade.  Only Jesus is living water 

and the one who died for the sheep.  

Feed and lead the flock as God has a re-

ward that will not fade away. 

 

It is always a blessing to worship with our 

sister, A’s Chapel. The comradery between 

the churches is solid. It is our prayer that 

Elder Battle will have many more celebra-

tions. 
 

A’s Chapel Worship  

On Sunday, May 31, 2026, the church thoroughly feasted on a 

message from Guest Speaker,  Minister 

Neissa Kirby-Simon, Executive Pastor, 

Fresh Start Christians Ministry. The ser-

mon scripture was taken from Psalm 30:5 

and the Sermon Topic was “After This”. 

 

She lifted up that David knew about wait-

ing on a promise from God; and he also 

knew there would be an “After This” mo-

ment. After this, there will be joy…your 

this, could be a battle, or finances, loneli-

ness, or church hurt.  Whatever your “this” is, it is not your 

ending.   

The difference between night and day is only one minute.  

That’s how quickly God can change your situation.  Each storm 

has an expiration date. Job is a great example of an “After This” 

moment…he got back what he lost-double fold.  When the devil 

counts you out, God is still writing your “After This” moment. 

There will be peace after this.  There shall be purpose after this.  

We must learn to pull from our past record with God and re-

member what He has already done. If He did it once, He will do 

it again.  Regardless of what you are going through, the devil 

doesn’t get to name your ending. 

 

The Youth/Children’s Choir brought the song ministry. Thanks 

to Minister Neissa Kirby-Simon for breaking the Bread of Life.  

The message God gave you is applicable to our everyday spir-

itual life. 

Fifth Sunday  

 

 

The ladies of the church were treated to a brunch for ages 

25 and up on May 2, 2026. The guest speaker was Minister 

Tiffany Sledge. The theme was “Bloom 

Where You Are Planted. Focal Scripture 

was Jeremiah 17:8.  Blooming where 

we are planted focuses on living out 

God’s love through kind actions, grow-

ing in faith and sharing this faith with 

others. Blooming isn’t always easy and 

it can be overwhelming. However, we 

should take heart because God is pur-

posedly planting our roots deeper in 

Him 

Thanks go to Sister Victoria Miller for 

her leadership in planning the brunch. 

The tokens given were great, the meal with delicious  and 

the Spirit of God filled the room.  

Victoria thanks everyone that assisted with the brunch.  

Your willingness to help will not be forgotten. The ladies of 

the church look forward to more events where the women 

of God can study and worship together.   

Women’s Brunch Held 



 

Early one morning the husband and wife were arguing 

over who should get out of the warm bed to make the 

coffee. Finally the wife folded her arms and said decid-

edly, “You have to make the coffee. It’s in the Bible!” 

The husband was shocked. “Is not! Show me!”         

Pulling out her Bible, the wife opened it to one of the 

New Testament books and declared, “It says right here 

— HEBREWS!” 

The young couple invited their aged pastor for Sunday 

dinner. While they were in the kitchen preparing the 

meal, the minister asked their son what they were hav-

ing. “Goat,” the little boy replied. “Goat?” replied the 

startled pastor. “Are you sure about that?”                                  

“Yes,” said the boy. “On the drive back from church I 

heard Mom say to Dad, ‘Remember, we’re having the 

old goat for dinner tonight.’ ” 

A church pastor leads group to New Orleans to help in 

the hurricane Katrina clean-up. As he is walking down 

a street one day, the pastor sees a man sitting on the 

side of the road who obviously looks bent out of shape. 

The pastor goes up to check on the man and after a 

few minutes of small talk, the pastor asks the man, "So 

how do you feel about all of the local churches that 

have been destroyed?" The man looks at the pastor 

with a smile and replies, "Churches? I go to popeyes!" 

One day a young teen was in a church for the first 

time, and he got a seat next to a not-so-good-looking 

woman. The pastor was preaching and he said: “Tell 

your neighbor how beautiful they are” and the boy 

stood up and said pastor, “How can you expect me to 

lie in a church?” 

One day God was looking down at earth and saw all 

the evil that was going on. He decided to send an angel 

down to earth to check it out. He called one of His best 

angels and sent the angel to earth for a while. One day 

the angel returned. "It's bad on Earth" the angel report-

ed. "95% is bad, and 5% is good." Well, God thought for 

a moment and decided to send down a second angel to 

get another point of view. Later, when the second angel 

returned, God was given a similar message. "Yes, the 

earth is in decline, 95% is bad and 5% is good," the 

angel said.  God thought, this is not good. So He decid-

ed to send an e-mail to the 5% that were good. He 

wanted to encourage them, give them a little something 

to help them keep going.  

Do you know what the e-mail said? 

...Oh, you didn't get one either, huh? Bummer. 

 

2 Tbsp. light brown sugar 

1 Tbsp. smoked paprika 

1 Tbsp. kosher salt 

1 tsp. garlic powder 

1 tsp. dry mustard powder 

1 tsp. black pepper 

Pinch of cayenne pepper 

3 to 3 1/2 pounds skin-on, 

bone-in chicken thighs and 

drumsticks 

Vegetable oil, for the grill  

BBQ Sauce: 

1 (12-ounce) can Dr 

Pepper 

1 cup ketchup 

1/3 cup apple cider vin-

egar 

1/4 cup light brown 

sugar 

1/4 cup low-sodium soy 

sauce 

1 tsp. black pepper 

2 Tbsp. minced 

chipotles in adobo 

(Optional) 

For the chicken: In a small bowl, combine the brown 

sugar, paprika, salt, garlic powder, dry mustard, black 

pepper, and cayenne. Pat the chicken pieces dry, then 

generously sprinkle the spice rub on all sides. Let sit 

at room temperature while you make the sauce.  

For the BBQ sauce: In a medium saucepan, combine 

the Dr Pepper, ketchup, apple cider vinegar, light 

brown sugar, soy sauce, black pepper, and chipotles in 

adobo, if using. Bring to a boil, then reduce to a sim-

mer and cook, stirring occasionally, until thick and 

reduced by about half, 25 to 30 minutes. Transfer 3/4 

cup to a medium bowl for basting. Reserve the rest for 

serving. 

To cook on the grill: Prepare a grill for medium-high 

heat (400˚F to 450˚F) for 5 to 10 minutes until hot. 

Scrub the grill grates with a grill brush. With a pair of 

tongs, dip a paper towel or clean rag in some vegetable 

oil (do not soak it) and wipe it over the grates. Prepare 

the grill for indirect heat. On a gas grill, turn off the 

heat on half the grill. On a charcoal grill, bank the 

coals on one side and leave the other side empty. Place 

the chicken skin-side down on the hotter side of the 

grill, cover, and cook until grill marks appear and the 

skin easily releases from the grill, 5 to 7 minutes. Flip 

and cook until grill marks appear on the other side of 

the chicken, about 5 minutes more. Move the chicken 

to the cooler side of the grill, cover, and cook 15 

minutes. Brush the chicken with the BBQ sauce that 

was reserved for basting and cook, covered, flipping 

and basting occasionally, until the chicken is sticky, 

caramelized, and registers 165°F on an instant-read 

thermometer, about 6 minutes more. 

Dr. Pepper BBQ Chicken 

Christian Humor Recipe Corner 



Puzzle Fun 

AIR CONDITIONING         

BACKYARD PARTIES             

BEACH TRIPS                     

FARMERS MARKETS                             

FATHERS DAY                    

FLIP FLOPS                                   

FRESH CUT GRASS                   

HIKING TRAILS 

JUNETEENTH                        

LATE SUNSETS                             

LAZY AFTERNOONS                         

LEMONADE                                   

MORNING DEW                            

NATURE WALKS                          

OCEAN WAVES                               

OUTDOOR CONCERTS 

PORCH SWINGS                            

SOLTICE                                   

SUMMER                             

SWIMSUITS                          

THUNDERSTORMS                     

VACATION                              

WATERMELON                   

WEDDINGS 

WORD LIST 

 

Words in the puzzle are associated with June, Summer and Fun 


